Synergy: Facets of Research in Open Learning

seek progress in their professional careers but cannot go to conventional
universities. It is then that they turn to the open learning system for
education in science.

Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University has introduced all the five
conventional science subjects namely - Botany, Chemistry, Geology,
Physics and Zoology. These subjects necessarily include
laboratory-based training.

The students opting to study Botany, Chemistry, Geology, Physics
and Zoology have to attend 72 hours in the II year and another 72
hours in the III year for hands-on laboratory training. The University
conducts practical instruction classes in the laboratories of the study
centres, located in colleges affiliated to the conventional university. The
practical sessions are held in summer when the regular colleges close
for the vacation.

Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University has been conducting practical
sessions for more than a decade. It is, indeed, time to assess the laboratory
training and find out whether it is adequate.

Parity with conventional universities

Comparisons between the laboratory training offered by the Open
University and that offered by the conventional system are bound to
arise. This is because, the science subjects are the same as those in the
conventional university. Since the distant mode of education is new, the
efficacy and adequacy of its programmes, including laboratory training
will be judged against those offered by the older and established
conventional system. The science graduates of the open university will
have to compete with their counterparts from the conventional system
with respect to opportunities for employment or higher education. The
onus of raising the standards of distant learners to the desired level,
rests with the educators and planners of distance education.

Problems in providing adequate laboratory training

There are several problems in providing open learners with
adequate laboratory training.

The Open University being an egalitarian institution attracts all
types of learners including those with a very low set of prerequisites.
A large number are those who could not get admission into the
conventional university. Others are employed in scientific companies
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